Message for Lighthouse 20th January 2013
Vision for Year: GOD WITH US!
Sing the song "Emmanuel"
Prior to Jesus, man was separated from God
Jesus came to unite us back to God  - Isaiah says :
· Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14 ASV)
· Now all this is come to pass, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying,  Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, And they shall call his name Immanuel; (Matthew 1:22, 23 ASV)
Jesus had other names - meaning ' by what He is know by or what his great characteristic is  'Jesus' was his earthly name given by his earthly parents
· And she shall bring forth a son; and thou shalt call his name JESUS; for it is he that shall save his people from their sins. (Matthew 1:21 ASV)
· For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6 ASV)
Jesus came to reconnect us to God - God with us - opened heaven for us, that we might bring down heaven to earth , that we might live under an open heaven, releasing heaven to our  lives. 
Jesus said 
And being asked by the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God cometh, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:  neither shall they say, Lo, here! or, There! for lo, the kingdom of God is within you. (Luke 17:20, 21 ASV)
What does it mean God with us?

What are the Evidences of GOD WITH US?

1
A life of Sonship

Jesus Introduced God as Father!

We are no longer orphans!

· Mat 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
· 38“The law of Moses says, ‘If a man gouges out another’s eye, he must pay with his own eye. If a tooth gets knocked out, knock out the tooth of the one who did it.’ 39But I say: Don’t resist violence! If you are slapped on one cheek, turn the other too. 40If you are ordered to court, and your shirt is taken from you, give your coat too. 41If the military demand that you carry their gear for a mile, carry it two. 42Give to those who ask, and don’t turn away from those who want to borrow.43“There is a saying, ‘Love your friends and hate your enemies.’ 44But I say: Love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! 45In that way you will be acting as true sons of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust too. 46If you love only those who love you, what good is that? Even scoundrels do that much. 47If you are friendly only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even the heathen do that. 48But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect
· Mat 6:9  After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heave, Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

2 A Life of Power

It was said of Jesus

· Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:  the same came unto him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that thou doest, except God be with him. (John 3:1, 2 ASV)
· Acts 10:38  How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.
It was said of Jesus’ Disciples
· Acts 5:12  And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch.
· Rom 15:19  Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.
It should/can be said of us:

· John 14:12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son
· Irenaeus wrote in Against Heresies 5:6:1 (A.D. 185): “In like manner we do also hear many brethren in the church, who possess prophetic gifts, and who through the Spirit speak all kinds of languages, and bring to light for the general benefit the hidden things of men, and declare the mysteries of God. “

Miraculous phenomena were also associated with Bernard of Clairvaux (A.D. 1090-1153), Hildegard of Bingen (A.D. 1098-1179), Dominic (A.D. 1170-1221), Francis of Assisi (A.D. 1182-1226), Anthony of Padua (A.D. 1195-1231), Clare of Montefalco (d. 1308), Bridget of Sweden (A.D. 1303-1373), Vincent Ferrer (A.D. 1350- 1419), Martin Luther (A.D. 1483-1546), the "French Prophets" (A.D. 1685-1710), and many others. Miracles were observed during the Great Awakening, the Second Great Awakening, and the revival of 1857-59, and have usually taken place during periods of revival throughout church history.

3 
A Life of God-Likeness

· But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. (Gal 5:22-23 )

· Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these you might be partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4 ) 
4 
A life of Divine Favour (Open Heaven)
· ...to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. (Luke 4:19)

· At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! (2 Cor. 6:2)

· At just the right time, I heard you. On the day of salvation, I helped you.” Indeed, God is ready to help you right now.  Today is the day of salvation. (NLB)

· When the time came for me to show you favourI heard you; when the day arrived for me to save you,I helped you.” Listen! This is the hour to receive God’s favour; today is the day to be saved! (GNB)
JESUS – IMMANUEL – GOD WITH US!
· Jesus came to relate us back to the Father
· Jesus came to give us a life of Power
· Jesus came to restore to us God’s Likeness 
· Jesus came to Open Heaven up for us and give us a life of Divine Favour! 
This year God is speaking to us about fully realising His promises and purposes

All the promises of God are “yea and amen” in Jesus

The people of Jesus – can experience the Glory of the Lord! 

Isaiah 40:5

A voice cries out,

“Prepare in the wilderness a road for the Lord!

Clear the way in the desert for our God!


Fill every valley;level every mountain.

The hills will become a plain,

and the rough country will be made smooth.


Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed,

and the whole human race will see it. The Lord himself has promised this.”
You are included in God’s best plans!

Don’t settle for less than God’s best!

For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us—by me, Silvanus, and Timothy—was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes. 20For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us (2 Cor. 1:20)
Questions for Discussion

· Why did God call the Messiah IMMANUEL ?
· What does GOD WITH US  mean to you?
· Discuss the 4 benefits of Immanuel
1. Sonship
2. Power
3. Divine Likeness
4. Divine Favour
· Can you think of any other benefits of Immanuel’s salvation?
· Why is that most Christians don’t avail themselves fully of these?
· What are some areas of salvation in your life that you have yet to discover?
· In 2013, what are some specific changes you’re going to make to ensure that you fully experience all of Immanuel’s salvation benefits?
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