What does God With Us Mean?
Message for Lighthouse 3rd March 2013
Vision for Year: GOD WITH US!
Sing the song "Emmanuel"
Read Psalm 8  - noting God's greatness and our finiteness
The Gospel of Jesus is simply:
1. Removal of SIN
2. Reception of the SPIRIT
3. Renewal of PURPOSE
(First two points covered in previous message)
Renewal of PURPOSE in one way is an automatic result of living without sin and being filled and led by His Spirit. His purpose COLLIDES with us as we do this. But His word reveals to us the steps and processes and keys to realising this. In principal it is the transition of us being without God to God being WITH US - EMMANUEL
Purpose is automatically achieved as we live free from sin and filled with the Holy Spirit
But this can be somewhat simplistic - we also need to learn the keys of the journey and the. Greater details of our inheritance
Prior to Jesus, man was separated from God
Jesus came to unite us back to God  - Isaiah says :
· Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14 ASV)
· Now all this is come to pass, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying,  Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, And they shall call his name Immanuel; (Matthew 1:22, 23 ASV)
Jesus came to reconnect us to God - God with us - opened heaven for us, that we might bring down heaven to earth , that we might live under an open heaven, releasing heaven to our  lives. 
Jesus said 
And being asked by the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God cometh, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:  neither shall they say, Lo, here! or, There! for lo, the kingdom of God is within you. (Luke 17:20, 21 ASV)
What does it mean God with us?
It was said of Jesus
Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:  the same came unto him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that thou doest, except God be with him. (John 3:1, 2 ASV)
If God Is with us.....
"And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He alos justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?" Romans 8:28-31
The most superior position a human can ascend to in this life is GOD WITH US
Facts about the heavens
· Our own solar system - earth, sun, 9 planets - distance size
· Nearest star - 40,000 billion Kms away
God is:
· The creator of heaven and earth and  everything in them
· The God of the whole earth
· Almighty, omnipresent and omniscient 
· Love, light, spirit, justice, holiness, righteousness, unchanging
· Eternal wisdom and purpose toward us
If God Is with us.....
1. His resources are ours
2. We need to become one with Him
3. His will needs to replace ours
4. We need to let Him heal us, lead us and teach us His ways 
5. His nature needs to replace ours
6. We should honour Him in all our ways
7. We will come to the full stature of manhood/womanhood ( that God promised Adam) - every curse is broken through Christ
8. We will have power over the enemy
9. We will accomplish great things (John 3:2)
10.  We will be a great testament to His glory,
Questions for Discussion:
· What is your concept of God? What does He look like? How big is He? Etc.
· If God is so big, how could he have anything to do with humanity?
· What do you say when people (e.g. Atheists) say 'God has nothing to do with His creation, He has abdicated, I've never seen Him etc?
· What is the greatest evidence for God's existence and purpose for us?
· What do you think of the attributed of God listed? Can you think of some more?
· Name some of the reasons God sent Jesus into the world 2,000 years ago ( not forgetting Emmanuel)
· Are we truly availing ourselves of what Jesus came to do for us?
